Abstract. The ISOGAL project is a survey of the stellar populations, structure, and recent star formation history of the inner disk and bulge of the Galaxy. ISOGAL combines 15 µm and 7 µm ISOCAM observations with DENIS IJK s data to determine the nature of a source and the interstellar extinction. In this paper we report an ISO-GAL study of a small field in the inner Galactic Bulge (ℓ = 0.0
The five wavelengths of ISOGAL+DENIS, together with the relatively low and constant extinction in front of this specific field, allow reliable determination of the nature of the sources.
While most sources detected only with the deeper 7 µm observation are probably RGB stars, the primary scientific result of this paper is evidence that the most numerous class of ISOGAL 15 µm sources are Red Giants in the Galactic bulge and central disk, with luminosities just above or close to the RGB tip and weak mass-loss rates. They form loose sequences in the magnitude-colour diagrams [ [15] . Their large excesses at 15 µm with respect to 2 µm and 7 µm is due to circumstellar dust produced by mass-loss at low rate (Ṁ dust ∼ 10 −11 -a few 10 −10 M ⊙ /yr). These ISOGAL results are the first systematic evidence and study of dust emission at this early stage (Intermediate AGB and possibly RGB-Tip), before the onset of the large mass-loss phase (Ṁ ≥ 10 −7 M ⊙ /yr). It is thus well established that efficient dust formation is already associated with such low mass-loss rates during this early phase.
About twenty more luminous stars are also detected with larger excess at 7 and 15 µm. Repeated ISOGAL observations suggest that the majority of these are long pe-
Introduction
The ISOGAL project is a multi-wavelength survey at high spatial resolution of the inner Galaxy. The general scientific aims are to quantify the spatial distributions of the various stellar populations in the inner Galaxy, together with the distribution of the warm interstellar medium (ISM). Optical, near-IR and mid-IR (to 15 µm) data with near arcsec spatial resolution are being obtained covering the central Galactic bulge, and sampling the obscured disk within the Solar circle. Complementary data at other wavelengths are being obtained in regions of specific interest. To date, most ISOGAL effort has focussed on a large area broad-band imaging survey at 7 µm and 15 µm with ISOCAM on the ISO satellite, and on complementary DENIS IJK s observations of the central Galaxy. A full description of the ISOGAL project will be published elsewhere (Omont et al, in preparation) . First imaging results are available (Pérault et al 1996) , as is a complementary paper to this, discussing late type giants at somewhat higher Galactic latitudes (Glass et al 1999) . In this paper we discuss first results on the luminous AGB stellar population in the previously unobserved inner bulge (see also Frogel et al 1999) , from observations of a field whose line of sight projects some 140pc above the Galactic centre, on the minor axis.
The AGB stage is one of the most complex phases of stellar evolution, while at the same time being of crucial importance for nucleosynthesis and galactic chemical evolution. Although it is clear that mass-loss dominates the final evolution of AGB stars, the detailed physics of this process remains rather uncertain. Theoretical progress in the past years has emphasized the relationship between mass-loss and luminosity and hence thermal pulses, radiation pressure on dust and stellar pulsations of long period variables (LPV). The status of recent modelling and the observational data are fully reviewed by Habing (1996) [see also the proceedings of IAU Symposium 191 edited by Le Bertre et al. (1999) ]. Observationally, rates of mass loss are relatively well documented, especially from millimeter CO studies, far infrared IRAS results and near infrared studies. However, this direct knowledge of AGB mass-loss is mostly limited to the solar neigbourhood. In particular, in the galactic bulge and central disk, IRAS was able to detect only the relatively few AGB stars with the largest mass-loss rates ≥ 10 −6 M ⊙ /yr. We are indeed still lacking the observational information to characterize the influence of metallicity and initial mass on the properties of mass-loss on the AGB. Near infrared observations, and in particular the DENIS (Epchtein et al. 1997 ) and 2MASS (Skrutskie et al. 1997 , Cutri 1998 surveys, can detect practically all the AGB stars in the Galaxy. However, it is extremely difficult to both identify an AGB star, and to distinguish between small to moderate mass-loss rates and patchy interstellar extinction, solely from nearinfrared data in regions of high extinction. Data at longer wavelengths, which are more sensitive to the infrared excess that is a consequence of mass loss, and less sensitive to interstellar reddening, are required. Mid-infrared post-IRAS space surveys, such as the present surveys with ISO-CAM and MSX (Price et al. 1997 , Egan et al. 1998 ) are thus uniquely suited for carrying out a census of masslosing AGB stars in the inner Galaxy and for quantifying the distribution function of mass loss-rates.
Our ISOGAL survey of selected regions of the inner Galaxy, at 15 and 7 µm (Pérault et al. 1996 , Omont et al. 1999a ,1999b ) has a sensitivity two orders of magnitude better than IRAS, and their spatial resolution is better by one order of magnitude. The main purpose of this paper is to show that the ISOGAL data, which combine ISOCAM mid-infrared observations with near-infrared DENIS data, are ideal to identify bulge mass-losing AGB stars, even with dust mass-loss rates as small as 10 −11 M ⊙ /yr.
We analyse here the ISOGAL/DENIS data of a small field (area 0.035 deg 2 ) centered at ℓ = 0.0
• in the inner bulge. This field is approximately one-half a bulge scale height down the minor axis, in a previously poorly studied region mid-way (in |b|) between the innermost optical "windows" (Glass et al. 1999 ) and the Galactic centre.
The very high stellar density in this field leads to a near confusion-limited survey, thus providing a maximum number of detected sources, the majority of them in the bulge and central disk. The relatively low and well behaved extinction allows reliable identification of mass-losing AGB stars down to the RGB tip (K 0 ∼ 8.2 for D = 8.0 kpc, Tiede et al 1996) . It permits also easier comparisons with earlier works on (apparently fainter) stars of the red giant branch (RGB), LPVs and IRAS sources in the more outer bulge (see e.g. Frogel & Whitford 1987 , Frogel et al. 1990 , Tiede et al. 1996 , Glass et al. 1995 , van der Veen & Habing 1990 and references therein). We can also compare the data with those of the companion paper (Glass et al. 1999 ) on ISOGAL observations in two fields of the Baade Windows. The analysis of the stellar sources is made easier in the latter by the smaller extinction, the greater distance from the galactic disk and previous identifications of LPVs from optical surveys.
Observations; Data Reduction and Quality;
Cross-Identifications. 
ISOGAL Observations
This field, ℓ = 0.0
• , is one of the fields used to quantify the reliability of ISOGAL data. We have thus at our disposal repeated observations at different dates as detailed in Table 1 . This allows us to check reliability of detected sources, and additionally to identify (long period) variables. Our usual ISOGAL ISOCAM data use 6 ′′ pixels. Here we also have observations with 3 ′′ pixels (7 & 15 µm), allowing deeper photometry since confusion rather than photon noise limits the detections. A detailed evaluation will be presented elsewhere in a general assessment of the quality of the ISOGAL data. We will summarise here a few conclusions relevant for the present state of data reduction and the scientific case of this paper.
The 3 ′′ ISOCAM 1 observations mainly used in this paper were performed in revolution 836 (28 February 1998) at 15 µm (filter LW3, 12-18 µm) and at 7 µm (filter LW2, 5.5-8.5 µm). The two year delay with respect to the IJK s DENIS observations should be taken into consideration for the few strongly variable stars. However, we have another 15 µm observation at a date reasonably well matched with that of the DENIS observations.
In addition to the usual problems with the ISOCAM data (glitches, dead column, time dependant behavior of the detectors), the difficulties of reduction of the ISOGAL data are more severe for several reasons: crowding of the fields which is often close to the confusion limit, highly structured diffuse emission, high density of bright sources which induce long-lasting pixel-memory effects, integration times per raster position short compared to detector stabilisation times, etc. Therefore, a special reduction pipeline was devised (Alard et al. in preparation) which is more sophisticated than the standard treatment applied to the ISOCAM data. A detailed discussion of data quality is given in Appendix B.
The histograms of the 7 and 15 µm source counts derived from the 3 ′′ ISOGAL observations are displayed in In order to ensure a reasonable level of reliability, completeness and photometric accuracy, we presently limit the discussion of ISOGAL data to sources brighter than 8.5 mag (8 mJy) for LW3 sources and 9.75 mag (11 mJy) for LW2 sources (the fluxes and magnitudes used are defined in Appendix A). The source counts in this field are thus 599 and 282 respectively in LW2 and LW3.
The source density is relatively close to the confusion limit for LW2 sources (85 pixels [3 ′′ × 3 ′′ ] per source). However, the LW3 observations are farther from confusion since their density is twice smaller than for LW2 sources.
DENIS Observations
The near infrared data were acquired in the framework of the DENIS survey, in a dedicated observation of a large bulge field (Simon et al. in preparation) , simultaneously in the three usual DENIS bands, K s (2.15 µm), J (1.25 µm) and Gunn-I (0.8 µm). Following the general reduction procedures for DENIS data (Borsenberger et al. in preparation) , and after the preliminary analysis of the same data by Unavane et al. (1998) , we optimised the source extraction for crowded fields (Alard et al. in preparation) . Since for the majority of the ISOGAL sources in this particular field (giants with little dust and small reddening), the DENIS sensitivity is much better than that of ISOGAL (by typically 3 magnitudes), consideration of the faintest DENIS sources is not critical for our purposes. The histograms of the DENIS K s , J, I sources are shown in Figure  2 . The quality of this DENIS data is briefly discussed in Appendix B. The sensitivity is mostly limited by confusion in the K s and J bands. The completeness limit is thus probably close to 11.5 in the K s band and 13.5 in the J band (i.e. about two magnitudes lower than in "normal" uncrowded DENIS fields).
One problem with the DENIS data is the saturation of the detectors for very bright sources. We thus presently do not use the DENIS data for the 12 sources with K s < 7, not only for the K s band, but also for the I and J bands where the signal is saturated as well. For slightly fainter sources the corrections for saturation are not yet optimised and the DENIS photometry will be improved in the future.
The catalog used to make the DENIS astrometry is the PMM catalog, referenced as the "USNO-A2.0" catalog. The absolute astrometry is then presently fixed by the accuracy of this catalog (namely 2 ′′ , with an rms of 1 ′′ ). The internal accuracy of DENIS observations, derived from the identifications in the overlaps, is of the order of 0.5 ′′ . This excellent astrometry is of course used to improve that of ISOGAL sources. The DENIS data are also extremely useful to derive the interstellar extinction toward ISOGAL sources (see Section 3).
Cross-identification of ISO and DENIS sources
Cross-identifications of LW3 and LW2 sources, between themselves and with DENIS sources, provide the multicolour data which allow discussion of the nature and properties of individual sources which makes up the bulk of this paper (Figures 3 to 9 discussed below). The cross-identification process is also useful for determin-ing data quality. We have now routine standard procedures for ISOGAL-ISOGAL and DENIS-ISOGAL crossidentifications (see Appendix B). A substantial fraction of the ISO sources have thus been identified with DENIS sources (93% and 84% for LW2 and LW3 sources respectively).
Cross-identifications are essential to establish the reliability of the ISOGAL detections. Indeed, because of possible residual artifacts, mainly due to pixel memory or of noise peaks simulating sources, we consider that the reality of a weak ISOGAL source is not yet well warranted here if it is not confirmed by another detection, either in the other ISOGAL band, or in the K s band. Only 9% of LW3 sources are not associated with an LW2 or a K s source. The proportion of unassociated LW2 sources is slightly smaller, 5%.
In order to check the completeness of LW3 sources, we can use the more sensitive LW2 observations; DENIS K s detections can be used in a similar way to estimate the completeness of LW2 sources (see Appendix B and Figure 1 ). The completeness is probably close to 80% at least, for [7] < 9.5 and for [15] < 8.5. A more detailed analysis of the source surface density, and its implications for the structure of the Galactic bulge, will appear elsewhere, following more sophisticated modelling of source incompleteness as a function of position in this and other fields. For present purposes such an incompleteness is not a limiting factor.
The quality of ISOGAL photometry has been checked in this field and others by repeated observations (see Appendix B and Ganesh et al. in preparation) . The uncertainty thus proved to be better than ∼ 0.2 mag rms above ∼ 15 mJy in both bands. However, there is not yet a good standard procedure to fully correct for the detector time behaviour effects for fields such as ISOGAL ones with strong sources and background. Because of that and of confusion, our photometry is thus still uncertain by a few tenths of a magnitude systematically.
In conclusion, we consider the reliability of the existence of most of the sources discussed to be well established. The completeness is also well characterised. However, the photometric accuracy can still be improved. Table 2 gives a catalogue of bright ISOGAL sources ([7] < 7.5), with three-band DENIS associations and identification of foreground sources and of candidate variable stars. A complete catalogue of all ISOGAL sources will be available at CDS by October 1999, when the data reduction is improved.
Near infrared data and interstellar extinction
The data at five wavelengths available for most of the sources allow in most cases a good characterisation of the ISOGAL sources, with some redundancy, as well as of their interstellar reddening. The very large stellar density in the inner bulge and central disk brings a considerable simpli- (Bertelli et al. 1994 ), placed at 8 kpc distance, is shown for a 10 Gyr population with Z=0.02. The near-infrared colours of this isochrone have been computed with an empirical T eff − (J − K) 0 colour relation built by making a fit through measurments see Ng et al (in preparation) for details about this relation. The labels A,B,C,D identify the isochrones shifted by A V of 4, 4.5, 5.8 and 7 respectively. fication by ensuring that the majority of the sources are located within it. In addition, it happens that the interstellar extinction is relatively small on this line of sight and nearly constant for this whole small field. The discussion of the nature of the sources and of their properties, such as mass-loss, is thus much easier.
The multi-dimensional analysis of magnitude-colour space defined by these data allows one to visualise and to determine the source properties. Deferring detailed discussions to the next sections, we limit this section to a general presentation of these diagrams and of the general information they provide about interstellar extinction, circumstellar dust emission and circumstellar absorption.
The K s /J-K s magnitude-colour diagram of all DENIS sources in our field (Figure 3) shows a remarkably welldefined bulge red giant sequence shifted by fairly uniform extinction of A V =5.8±1 mag. with respect to the reference Bertelli et al. (1994) 2 with Z = 0.02 and a distance modulus of 14.5 (distance to Galactic Cen-2 The isochrones by Bertelli et al. have been computed in the ESO system using the ESO filter curves. From NIR spectra for a sample of oxygen-rich M stars and carbon stars, K-Ks values have been computed. The differences are very small (on average about 0.04 mag for the M giants), so concerning the internal Most of the extinction should thus be associated with interstellar matter outside of the bulge. We have checked from the individual values of A V and the DENIS source counts that there is apparently no strong spatial variation of the extinction in this field. The ISOGAL sources with anomalously low values of A V are probably foreground. They are visible in Figure 4 , which shows the subset of the K s /J-K s sources of Figure 3 which were also detected at longer wavelengths. There is of course some uncertainty for the marginal cases: for bright sources with good photometry (K s < 10), those located left of line A (A v < 4) are almost certainly foreground, while those to the right of line B (A v > 4.5) are very probably in the "bulge", and the case is uncertain for those between lines A and B. The case of foreground ISOGAL sources will be further discussed below. Those with A v < 4 and with consistent data in the other diagrams are identified by special symbols in the various diagrams.
dispersion in K we can neglect it. This result is in agreement with Persson et al. (1998) who presented a new grid of infrared standard stars in J, H, K and Ks.
The distribution of sources about line C is dominated by photometric errors, and residual extinction variations. There is no evidence for a significant background population, more highly reddened, in the disk beyond the Galactic centre, though a few such sources may be present. Similarly, it is difficult from just these data to identify any intrinsic red J-K s excess in sources below the RGB-tip, which is near K s,0 = 8.2 (Tiede et al 1996) . The J-K s excess of the six bright sources much redder than line D is very probably related to an intrinsic J-K s excess generated by a relatively thick dusty circumstellar shell, as confirmed by the very large value of K s -[15] for these sources (see Section 6). A few other sources, just redder than line D in Figure 4 , might also have an intrinsic J-K s excess. Only in the situation of relatively small, foreground, and uniform interstellar extinction, could even a fraction of the AGB stars with high mass-loss be identified, and their mass-loss characterised, from the near-infrared DENIS (or 2MASS) data alone. In general, longer wavelength data are critical.
The I band data, when they exist, can provide additional interesting constraints. However, the much larger spread of intrinsic I-J values in the bulk of the distribution, compared to J-K s complicates the identification of foreground sources from I-J data alone. While (J-K s ) o is confined to a very small range (∼ 0.5 mag) for most sources, it is well known (see, e.g., Frogel & Whitford 1987 , Appendix A) that there is a large spread in the I magnitudes of bulge AGB giants and hence in (I-J) o , that we find ranging over more than 2 magnitudes. Such a spread is certainly related to the behaviour of the TiO absorption bands, and hence probably to the metallicity. However, there is as yet no very detailed modelling of this behaviour.
The average value of I-J increases by about 1.5 mag. along the intermediate-AGB sequence defined in Section 5.
The Nature of the ISOGAL Sources
As discussed below, the most numerous classes of sources detected both at 7 & 15 µm in the ISOGAL survey are probably "bulge" intermediate AGB stars or RGB tip stars with low mass-loss, and high mass-loss rate AGB stars (Ṁ ≥ 10 −7 M ⊙ /yr). These are discussed in detail below. In this section we consider first minor populations in the survey.
There are practically no good young star candidates among ISOGAL sources in this field. They should be found among sources with large 15µm excess that are too faint to be AGB stars with large mass-loss. There are no really convincing cases in the diagrams of Figures 6 & 7 ( however, see Section 5) . This is consistent with the relatively small value of A v , indicating that there is no very thick molecular cloud on the line of sight. One should add to these probable foreground stars, a few very bright sources saturated in the DENIS data. Seven such stars are thus tentatively identified in the ISO data. Let us stress that the identification of foreground stars is more difficult for bright sources (K < ∼ 8) because the intrinsic colour (J-K s ) 0 is more uncertain. Altogether, we have thus identified about 8% of the ISOGAL sources as foreground stars. They are distinguished by special symbols in Figures 4 to 9. 
7µm sources without 15µm detections
As described above, the ISOGAL sensitivity is much greater in the LW2 band than in the LW3 band for red giants with no or little dust. The number of sources detected in LW2 is more than twice that in LW3. Most sources detected with LW2 and not with LW3 are fainter in the LW2 and K s bands than are the detected LW3 sources (see Figure 9) .
We are able to define the nature of these sources reliably, since the interstellar extinction is well characterised on this line of sight. Few, if any, of the sources detected only at 7 µm can have intrinsic infrared excess, from circumstellar dust, or they would have been readily detected at 15 µm. The foreground sources are identifiable from combination of the DENIS and 7 µm flux. Thus, one may isolate those sources which are predominately bulge RGB sources, below the RGB tip (see Figure 9 ). An analysis of the bulge density distribution of both AGB and RGB stars, based on their surface density distribution, will be provided elsewhere. This analysis however requires very careful modelling, as the faint source counts are strongly affected by incompleteness (see e.g. Unavane et al 1998).
Mid-Infrared Data and Intermediate AGB stars
The main additional information in the ISO mid-infrared bands with respect to the shorter wavelength data solely from DENIS, is the much increased sensitivity to emission from cold circumstellar dust. This is well exemplified by the J-K s /K s -[15] colour-colour diagram of Figure 5 . While the range of J-K s values is restricted to ∼0.5 mag for most sources (with another 0.5 mag for a few sources), K s -[15] ranges from 0 to 2.2 for the bulk of the sources (with an extension up to 4 magnitudes for a few sources). (Figures 6 & 7, respectively) , the majority of the sources follow a loose linear sequence. Characteristic values of the colours and magnitudes corresponding to the two ends of this sequence are given in Table 3 . The magnitude of the lower end of the sequence accidently coincides with the ISOGAL sensitivity at 15µm. It is almost exactly that of the tip of the bulge RGB ( K o ∼ 8.2, Tiede et al 1996, K o ∼ 8.0, Frogel et al 1999) 3 . Notes.
(a) with a distance modulus of 14.5 (D = 8 kpc) (b) with the K bolometric correction M bol -MKs = 3.0 (Groenewegen 1997) , which yields M bol ∼Ks-12 in this field. Since there is some uncertainty about the position of the base of the sequence with respect to the RGB tip, it by front-to-back spread, at least in the Sgr I region. Thus, line of sight spreads in the photometry, for fields near the minor axis where systematic bar-induced effects are unimportant, are probably small compared to other uncertainties. Of course, the magnitude spread is much larger for the minor, but non negligible, number of sources of the central disk: ∼0.9 mag per 2.7 kpc scale length > ∼ 1) seems to correspond to AGB stars up to ∼1 mag in K s brighter than the RGB tip. This K s0 magnitude range, 7.5 -8.5, corresponds to M spectral types from M6 to M9 (see Table 3A of Frogel & Whitford 1987 and Figs 10 and 12 of Glass et al. 1999 ). Since these stars are fainter by one or two magnitudes in K so or M bol than the few very luminous AGB stars discussed in Section 6, we propose to describe this sequence as "the intermediate-AGB mass-loss sequence".
There are also some stars with large 15µm excess (K s -[15] > 1) apparently significantly below the RGB tip (see Figure 8) . However, we have checked that the majority (8 out of 13) have very poor photometry because of blends. The nature of the few remaining cases is unclear: photometry or association problems, background AGBs, young stars or red giants below the RGB tip (AGB or RGB) with mass-loss?
In order to explore the amount of circumstellar dust involved and its properties, we have used the models developed by one of us (MG) which calculate absolute magnitudes within the relevant ISOCAM and DENIS filters. The most robust conclusion from the models is confirmation of the need for circumstellar dust to achieve such large infrared excess with respect to photospheric emission. Without dust the K s -[15] colours for giant spectral types M5, M8 and M10 are only 0.15, 0.55 and 1.07, respectively. As concerns the specific dust model, in the absence of detailed information, the simplest assumption is a time-independent dust mass-loss rateṀ dust . Of course the value ofṀ dust inferred from the DENIS-ISOGAL colours strongly depends on the assumed intrinsic dust properties. Depending on these properties, the dust mass-loss rate of the tip of the intermediate AGB sequence ranges fromṀ dust = ∼10 −10 M ⊙ /yr to ∼5 10 −10 M ⊙ /yr. The infrared colours of the beginning of the intermediate AGB sequence imply mass-loss rates 10-30 times smaller than for the tip.
An appropriate value of the dust-to-gas ratio during mass loss remains an open question. The range of spectral type and of mass-loss rate discussed above is typically the domain of validity of the Reimers formula (1975) for the total mass-loss rateṀ . For M bol = −4, this formula givesṀ ∼ 6 10 −8 M ⊙ /yr. If one assumes that this result, derived in the solar neighbourhood, can still be applied to bulge stars with the same luminosity, it yields a gas-to-dust ratio in the range ∼100-500, depending on the dust properties. However, the gas-to-dust ratio should be significantly smaller at the base than at the tip of the "intermediate-AGB sequence" of Figure 6 .
The nature of the dust of bulge stars with weak massloss will be discussed in a forthcoming paper (Blommaert et al. in preparation) from the ISOCAM-CVF spectral observation (5-16.5 µm) of a few 3 ′ × 3 ′ ISOCAM fields in the bulge.
Let us stress that the intermediate AGB stars in the central Galactic bulge with low mass-loss rates (several 10 −9 to close to 10 −7 M ⊙ /yr) seem rather similar in their properties to Solar Neighbourhood IRAS AGB stars with typical [12]- [25] colours in the range 0.2-1 (Guglielmo 1993 , unpublished PhD thesis, Hacking et al. 1985 .
Luminous Bulge AGB Stars
The apparently brightest stars detected by ISO at midinfrared wavelengths form a loose group of ∼ 30 sources (see Figure 7) taking into account those saturated in DE-NIS bands, in the various magnitude-colour diagrams. They are brighter than the tip of the sequence of "intermediate-AGB" sources, which we have shown are AGB stars with low mass-loss rates. These stars have [15] < ∼ 6, [7] < ∼ 7, and K s < ∼ 8 in the various figures. Note that with conversion between K s and M bol (Table 3) , this limit corresponds to M bol < ∼ -4.
A large proportion (∼2/3) have at least two very red
>1.0 and J-K s >2.8, characteristic of larger mass-loss than for the intermediate-AGB sequence. It is tempting to identify them with the onset of the AGB "large mass loss" aṫ M ∼10
−7 M ⊙ /yr. It is known that such a strong wind is classically associated with long period variability (LPV, see, e.g. Habing 1996 and references therein). From the SIMBAD data base, we have found two LPV stars previously identified in this field, IRAS17382-2830 and Terzan V3126 (Terzan & Gosset 1991) . IRAS17382-2830 is an OH/IR star with S 25µm /S 12µm = 2.12. It is denoted by "I" in Figure 7 . Remarkably, this source (together with two other very bright 15µm sources) is not detected in our 1996 DENIS observations. Its derived colours are ex- (Schultheis et al, in preparation) . These extreme near-IR colours are consistent with its very cold 12/25µm IRAS colour (see, e.g., Blommaert et al. 1998) .
In order to investigate variability in this field we compared the observations performed with 6 ′′ pixels, at two different dates (see Table 1 ) with both LW2 and LW3 filters. We consider that a bright source is a candidate to be considered for variability, when there is a 3σ difference in one band, or consistent weaker indications in both bands. The sources selected in this way are displayed with special symbols in Figures 4 to 9. We emphasise that this is just a positive indication in favor of variability, but without any rigorous statistical meaning. In particular, the significance of the candidate variables on the intermediate AGB sequence (Figure 6 ) is unclear, since they are not confirmed by variability in DENIS data (Schultheis et al. in preparation) , and it is known that there is no strong variables on this sequence in Baade's Window (Glass et al 1999) . On the other hand, with observations at only three epochs, we can miss a few variables. This is the case for example for the known variable Terzan V 3126.
A first striking feature in the distribution of these suspected variables is their high proportion in the regions of the magnitude-colour diagrams corresponding to the high mass-loss AGB stars defined above (Ṁ > ∼ 10 −7 M ⊙ /yr) and delimited in Figures 4, 5, 6 , 7 and 9. In all cases these candidate variables are at least 50% of the stars found there. Their proportion exceeds 80% in Figure 9 ( Glass et al. (1999) to be best correlated with the LPV phenomenon in Baade Window fields. This identification of luminous variable stars using ISO photometry has been confirmed by preliminary comparisons of DENIS data at two epochs (Schultheis et al, in preparation), in particular for most individual stars of this field. Altogether, we have 16 candidate LPVs among the 33 brightest stars ([7] < 7.0).
Most of the sources with [7] < 7 which are not candidate LPVs are grouped in the region 6.4
Out of 12 sources there, only two are candidate variables. Of course, we have not enough data to claim with any certainty that any given star among the 10 other is not a variable. However, it is clear, from comparison with the similar group with K s - [7] > 1 where almost all stars are candidate variables, that the majority of these 10 stars are not strong variables. The relationship of this apparently non-variable group with AGB stars of similar K magnitude which are LPVs, and the relationship with less bright AGBs with however similar colours is still unclear (see also Glass et al 1999) . It will be interesting to check in particular whether the difference between variable and non variable AGB stars in apparently similar evolutionary states is related to differences in metallicity or initial mass, or to a difference in mass loss history on the AGB. Another possibility is that most of the "non variable" bright stars are in the inner disk with D < 8 kpc, since their values of J-K s are smaller than the average value (curve C in Figure 4) for most of them.
Conclusion
ISOGAL, combining ISOCAM and DENIS data, is providing the first detailed and systematic mid-infrared study of an inner bulge field with sufficient sensitivity to isolate the entire AGB population. The ISOGAL performance allows a breakthrough in the analysis of infrared stellar populations, with an improvement of two orders of magnitude with respect to IRAS. The density of detected sources is close to the confusion limit with 3 ′′ pixels at 7 µm. As expected, most of the sources are M giants of the bulge or central disk. In the low reddening fields analysed to date practically all bulge giants have near-infrared DE-NIS counterparts. This high proportion of associations is possible only because of the very good DENIS astrometry and the relatively good astrometry with ISOCAM. Sources detected above our completeness limit at 15 µm are mainly just above the RGB tip; they are thus mostly AGB stars. Sources detected only at 7 µm are mainly normal bulge red giants just below the RGB tip.
The completeness and reliability of detection at 7 µm and 15 µm of point sources are high and well quantified down to ∼ 15 mJy and ∼ 10 mJy respectively. The photometric accuracy is reduced by a variety of effects: by the complex time-and illumination history-dependant behaviour of ISOCAM pixels, especially in regions with a very high density of bright sources, and also by the integration time available for a wide-area survey. However, the photometric accuracy we have achieved is good enough to be able to take advantage of the rich information provided by the combination of the five wavelength data of ISO-GAL+DENIS. Of particular importance is our ability to detect reliably quite small reddening-corrected 15 µm excesses. A detailed analysis of the stellar populations is also much eased by the overwhelming preponderance of bulge or central disk stars with a well defined distance, and, in the present field, by the relatively low and constant interstellar reddening in front of the whole field studied. We have shown here that our ISOGAL survey is ideal (though not unique) for analysis of AGB stars with large mass-loss rates (Ṁ ≥ 10 −7 M ⊙ /yr), by providing a complete census in the field, independent of large amplitude variability.
The most important conclusion for future analyses from the present analysis is our demonstration that the combination of near-IR (DENIS) and mid-IR (7 µm and 15 µm) ISOGAL data allows reliable detection of circumstellar dust and low rates of mass-loss in bulge AGB stars not deducible from near-infrared data alone. ISOGAL is uniquely suitable for systematic studies of AGB stars with low rates of mass-loss in the whole inner Galaxy, especially in the bulge. The very small amounts of dust associated with low rates of mass loss are undetectable in the nearinfrared, both in absorption and in emission, while being readily detectable at 15 µm. Stars with low rates of mass loss are too faint to have been detectable by IRAS, except in the solar neighbourhood; most of them will escape detection by MSX because of the confusion limit arising from the 18 ′′ MSX pixels, which have areas almost an order of magnitude larger than those used for ISOGAL. Although mid-infrared evidence for dust emission corresponding to low rates of mass loss is seen in the IRAS data for AGB stars in the solar neighbourhood, inevitable distance uncertainties make the analysis of such IRAS data for massloss rates and AGB evolution much less clear-cut.
The most important immediate scientific conclusion of this paper is our detection of low rates of mass loss which are ubiquitous for red giants with luminosities just above or possibly close to the RGB tip, and thus still in relatively early stages. −11 M ⊙ /yr. It is thus well established that dust formation is already associated with weak mass-loss during the early TP-AGB phase, This obviously puts important constraints on the physics of dust formation.
These first results can obviously be improved and exploited in several ways. For the data presented for this specific field, we still hope to improve the photometry and the reliability of the ISOGAL data, in particular by including the verification observations not yet fully exploited. The study of mass-losing red giants will be extended to the other 200 ISOGAL fields : i) in a straightforward way to the other ISOGAL bulge fields with |b| > 1 0 , as already done for the ISOGAL observations of two Baade Window fields (Glass et al. 1999) ; ii) to the bulk of the ISOGAL fields closer to the Galactic plane, where there is large and variable extinction, and where the uncertainty on the distance and the mixing with young stars somewhat complicate the analysis. We are currently analysing the surface density of the various classes of AGB stars to characterize the structure and stellar populations of the bulge, to determine to what extent it is meaningful to consider the various structures: bulge, central disk, bar, central cluster, and so on.
As concerns the theoretical interpretation, much work is still needed in order to: i) Improve the models of red giants with weak massloss both for photospheric and for dust emission. Many questions can be addressed: what is the chemical nature of the dust, considering silicates and possible other components; is the base of the large spread we have observed in I-J colours at fixed luminosity a metallicity effect; and more generally, how can we disentangle the effects due to initial mass, age and metallicity?
ii) Use our ISOGAL results to further constrain the models of dust formation and of TP-AGB evolution, and in particular: determine whether dust formation can begin in RGB stars close to the RGB tip, or whether it is specific of AGB stars; and explain dust formation in the context of very weak mass-loss.
B.2. DENIS
For DENIS sources, the sensitivity is mostly limited by confusion in the K s and J bands (∼ 7.7 × 10 4 deg −2 [for K s < 12 and J < 14], giving ∼19 pixels (3 ′′ × 3 ′′ ) per source). The completeness limit is thus probably close to 11.5 in the K s band and 13.5 in the J band. The density at the sensitivity limit in the I band, ∼ 18 , is farther from confusion (density ∼ 1.3 10 5 deg −2 with 1 ′′ × 1 ′′ pixels).
Independent magnitudes are available for many DE-NIS sources in the overlap region between adjacent observations. Analysis of these repeated observations shows that the internal dispersion in the photometry, in this crowded region, is less than 0.1 mag for K s < 11, J < 13.5 and I < 16.5 (it rises to 0.18 mag for K s < 13, 0.13 mag for J < 14.5 and 0.2 for I < 17.5). For the determination of the zero point all standard stars observed in this night have been used. We derived the following zero points: I = 23.45, J = 21.59 and K s = 19.85, respectively. The internal rms in the zero-points is found to be 0.03, 0.07 and 0.04 mag in the K s , J and I bands respectively.
B.3. Cross-Identifications
We have now routine standard procedures for ISOGAL-ISOGAL and DENIS-ISOGAL cross-identifications (Copet et al. in preparation) . The good quality of the pointing of ISO and of the correction of the ISOCAM field distortions permits, after optimisation of a small rotation-translation of the fields, a reduction of the rms of the nominal offsets of matched sources to ∼ 0.6 ′′ and ∼ 1.1 ′′ for LW3/LW2 and ISOGAL/DENIS respectively. However, the search radius was fixed at a large value, 2.7 ′′ , for LW3/LW2 associations in order not to miss associations. The chance of spurious association with an LW2 source is then ∼ 4%. Because of the very high density of DENIS sources, the search radius was reduced to 2.1 ′′ for the DENIS/ISOGAL associations. Nevertheless, the density of the DENIS sources is so high that the chance of spurious associations remains ∼ 10% for K s sources with K s < 12. The chance of spurious association is reduced to 5% when one limits the associations to K s = 11. A substantial fraction of the ISO sources have thus been identified with DENIS sources. Out of a total number of 599 LW2 sources, 557 (93%) are matched with a K s < 12 source, 552 with a JK s source and 522 with an IJK s source. Out of 282 LW3 sources, 248 (86%) are matched with an LW2 source, 237 (84%) with a JK s /LW2, and 221 (78%) with an IJK s /LW2 source. The number of LW2/LW3 sources without K s or LW3/K s sources without LW2 is very small, 10 in both cases .
B.4. ISOGAL Completeness and Photometry
In order to check the completeness of LW3 sources, we can use the more sensitive LW2 observations. One can check, for instance, that only 13 LW2 sources with [7] DENIS K s detections can be used in a similar way to estimate the completeness of LW2 sources. Figure 1 compares the number of LW2 sources detected per half magnitude bin with an approximate estimate of the number expected from K s sources with typical colours. It is seen that the detections are practically complete for [7] < 8.5 (∼ 35 mJy) and that they remain more than 80% complete for 8.5 < [7] < 9.5 (∼ 15 − 35 mJy); however, the completeness rapidly decreases below ∼ 15 mJy. This incompleteness is mainly due to confusion.
The quality of ISOGAL photometry has been checked in this field (Table 1 ) and others by repeated observations both with 6 ′′ pixels (Ganesh et al. in preparation). The uncertainty thus proved to be better than ∼ 0.2 mag rms above ∼ 15 mJy in both bands. It is poorer for weaker sources, especially in the LW3 band. One can expect a similar repeatibility accuracy with 3 ′′ pixels. However, this does not take into account systematic errors. In particular, the comparison of the 3 ′′ and 6 ′′ pixels measurements which were performed on this field shows a small systematic difference in the fluxes, with average differences up to 0.1-0.2 mag rms. Further work is in progress to understand these details, but the effect may be explained by the source confusion as is discussed in DePoy et al (1993) . Our photometry is thus still uncertain by a few tenths of a magnitude systematically.
The photometry is expected to be poorer on the edges of the ISOGAL image: in such a small raster (4 × 7 pointings), ∼ 40% the image is observed with a single exposure instead of the double exposure on average for the points of the central part. In addition, the source extraction is not able to recover the full intensity of sources very close to the edges within a few pixels.
